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January 11, 2022 
 
Dear QRSD Students and Families,  
 
I write today to provide you with yet another COVID-19 related update.   
   
COVID-19 Infection Rate 
 
As expected, we are seeing rising numbers of cases of COVID in our schools. I am very pleased to tell you 
that students and staff continue to be vigilant in adhering to our expected COVID health and safety 
protocols and that participation in our Pooled Testing and Test and Stay programs has increased.  If you 
have not yet consented to have your child tested in school I encourage you to consider it.  Greater 
participation in the program results in increased identification of asymptomatic individuals in our school 
community, and helps to keep infection rates as low as possible. You can access the testing consent form at 
this link. 
 
100% Remote Learning 
 
The increased infection rate has prompted a few questions recently from families about the possibility of a 
return to 100% remote learning. At this time, we do not have any plans to return to 100% remote 
learning.  In general, DESE is prohibiting school districts from using a remote learning model unless extreme 
circumstances exist.  An example of an extreme circumstance might be a COVID outbreak in the school 
setting that is clearly attributed to in-school exposure and involves a large number of individuals.  In such a 
case, DESE may grant permission for a school, grade level, or classroom to engage in remote learning for a 
short period of time.  If a situation like this were to occur in Quabbin, we would consult with DESE and local 
health boards to determine the best course of action, and then I would notify families immediately.   
 
Mask Mandate 
 
Massachusetts school districts were notified yesterday that the mask mandate that has been in effect since 
the start of the school year has been extended until at least February 28th.   If you would like additional 
information about the DESE mask mandate, you can access the DESE website from this link. 
 
Notification of Close Contacts 
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, it has been our goal to be as communicative as possible with families 
regarding all aspects of our COVID response.  One of the communication protocols that we have in place is 

https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma#consent
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/
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to make a personal telephone call to the family of each student who is identified as a close contact of an 
individual who has tested positive for COVID-19. Due to the rising number of COVID cases, the offices of the 
school nurse and the administrative offices in our schools are extremely busy managing testing, supporting 
symptomatic individuals and handling student dismissal on top of all of their “regular” responsibilities.  In 
an effort to allow school staff for more time to attend to other important matters, we are going to begin 
notifying the families of students identified as close contacts by email, rather than by telephone.  It is 
important for families to check their email daily, and to read all emails that are sent from their child’s 
school carefully, to ensure that they receive timely and accurate information about exposure to COVID-
19 in the school setting.  We encourage you to contact your school at any time if you have questions or 
concerns. If we cannot respond immediately, we assure you that we will get back to you as soon as we 
possibly can.  
 
In such a difficult and uncertain time, it is heartening to know that the mutual support of our school 
community and our community of families is strong.  I am hopeful that we will soon see the spike in COVID 
cases level off and numbers of cases begin to decline, so that we can all breathe a collective sigh of relief 
that the worst has passed. 
 
All the best,  

 
Sheila 
 
Sheila A. Muir, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


