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January 4, 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians & Staff: 
 
I am writing this morning to inform you that over the winter break we were notified that three high school 
students and two staff members from Ruggles Lane School tested positive for COVID-19.  School and district 
officials have been in contact with all of these individuals or their families and they will not be reporting to work 
or school until they are cleared to return, based on the recommendations from DPH and DESE. 

The school district is well prepared for situations such as this. We have a very specific set of steps that our school 
and district COVID response team take upon notification of a COVID-19 positive test result for a student or a staff 
member. Over the course of the last several days each time we were notified of a positive test result the 
appropriate school and district officials met to review all necessary data, including the date that the individual 
was tested for COVID-19 and the date that they were most recently in school, and the date they first 
experienced symptoms.  

With the exception of one case, we have determined that none of our students or staff members were in close 
contact with the infected individuals during the period of time that they were infectious. There was no exposure 
risk to individuals in Quabbin Middle/High School. Therefore, it is not necessary for anyone else from the 
Middle/High School to quarantine or to get tested for COVID-19.  One staff member who tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Ruggles Lane School began experiencing symptoms just after the winter break began. The timeline 
for the onset of symptoms caused us to identify several close contacts in Ruggles Lane School.  All close contacts 
were notified as soon as we were informed of the COVID positive test result.  The close contacts or their families 
have been informed of the required quarantine period and will not return to school until the quarantine period 
has expired. 

We continue to uphold all the high standards of cleaning, sanitizing and adherence to health and safety 
protocols that were established before school opened in all aspects of our school operations  in order to 
maximize the safety of all members of our school community. We thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation.  As always, if you have any questions, please contact your school principal, our nurse leader Kim 
Staiti at kstaiti@qrsd.org, or me at smuir@qrsd.org. 

Sincerely, 

Sheila Muir 

Sheila A. Muir, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 


