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June 26, 2020 

 

Good Morning QRSD Families and Staff, 

As you may know, Governor Baker and Commissioner Riley from the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education released Initial Fall School Reopening Guidance yesterday. The primary premise of the 
guidance is to provide for the safe return of as many students as possible to instructional settings in the 
school districts.  The plan, linked above for your reference, prioritizes student and staff health and safety 
and is based on the latest medical research related to COVID-19 transmission.  

The initial guidance provides school districts with a starting point for planning to develop three distinct 
implementation plans:  one plan for full remote learning, another for hybrid learning that provides a 
combination of in-person and remote learning, and a third for in-person learning with all recommended 
safety protocols.  As noted by Governor Baker in his remarks yesterday, the Initial Fall School Reopening 
Guidance will be followed by several additional guidance documents that will address areas not covered by 
the initial guidance.  The additional information that will be provided over the next several weeks, coupled 
with potential changes that may be necessary due to the ever-changing information about COVID-19 will be 
very important in helping school districts refine and finalize their reopening plans. 

I urge you to read the entire document when you have time. However, some important aspects to note are 
the following: 

·       As stated above, the plan has been developed with the input of many infectious disease and pediatric 
medical experts, who support a safe return to in-person instruction with strict preventative protocols in 
place. 

·       Masks/face coverings will be required for all students while on busses and will be required for all 
students in grades 2 and up while in school.  All adults will be wearing face coverings as well. 

·       A minimum physical distance of three feet will be required in conjunction with all other preventative 
measures. 

Over the next few weeks, we will be working to make as many definitive decisions as we can about our local 
school reopening plan. The information provided by parents and staff through our recent surveys and  

 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/dese-fall-reopening-guidance/download
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professional development activities will be used to inform our Quabbin-specific reopening plan. We will 
communicate updates to all of you as we have them and will do our very best to ensure that we provide as 
many options as possible to meet the needs of all of our students and their families. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding during this difficult time.  If you have specific questions or 
comments, please email us at 2020reopen@qrsd.org. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sheila A. Muir, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Quabbin Regional School District 
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