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June 16, 2020 

Dear QRSD Parents and Guardians: 

I am writing today to provide you with a few updates related to the end of the 2019-2020 school year and the 
beginning of the 2020-2021 school year. 

As shared in my last letter, there are many questions about the upcoming school year that remain 
unanswered.  This week we expect to receive notification of the initial guidance that DESE is developing.  DESE is 
expected to mandate 85% to 90% of the protocols that will be put in place for the return to school in the 
fall.  When we receive this guidance we will begin to finalize the specific plan that will be used in the Quabbin 
Regional School District. We have made the following preliminary decisions to help prepare the district and our 
students for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Parent Survey Reminder: 

If you have not yet responded to the 2020-2021 school year survey, please take a few moments in the next 
couple of days to do so.  Your input will be very valuable to us as we plan for next year.  The survey can be found 
at this link https://forms.gle/kihjpQ3jCTczwEAm9. 

2019-2020 School Calendar: 

To ensure that all of our staff is prepared for the reopening of school in August, we will need some time to 
conduct health and safety training and engage in planning with them.  We will be using the last scheduled day of 
school, June 24th for this purpose. The last day for students will be June 23rd.  Principals will be communicating 
with families about specific plans for the end of year events that will be taking place next week. 

Chromebook Lending: 

QRSD is allowing families the option to continue to borrow any Chromebooks that were lent out in response to 
the COVID-19 shut down over the summer months. Families may choose to return the device to the district if 
they do not wish to take on the responsibility of caring for the device over summer.  For families who wish to 
return the device, there will be specific collection dates at each school after the end of the year when the 
devices can be returned.  These dates will be announced shortly. 

Exceptions to continued borrowing of devices: 
       

 8th graders who will become 9th graders in the fall will need to return their device as they will be 
receiving a different device upon entering Quabbin Regional High School.  

https://forms.gle/kihjpQ3jCTczwEAm9
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 6th graders who are entering Quabbin Regional Middle School will need to return their device as they 

will also be receiving different devices at the start of the school year. 
       

 Any devices that have been damaged must be returned to allow time for repairs. 
      

 Any students leaving the district must return their devices. 

Budget/Staffing: 

In addition to waiting for the DESE school re-opening guidance, school districts and communities across 
Massachusetts are waiting for information about the Massachusetts state budget.  The state budget process is 
significantly delayed this year due to the COVID-19 crisis.  In fact, we are told that it is unlikely that it will be 
finalized until well into the month of August.  For the QRSD and our member communities, not having 
information about the state funding that supports our budgets is problematic.  It is likely that the QRSD budget 
will not be approved at town meetings this month due, in large part, to the delay in the state budget process.  

The uncertainty about how schools will operate in 2020-2021, coupled with the uncertainty about state funding 
and budget approval, makes it near impossible to be sure that school districts across Massachusetts can employ 
all staff members in the upcoming school year. Therefore, I made the very difficult decision to send notices that 
informed a number of teachers today that they may not be employed next year. These notices were sent only to 
members of the Quabbin Regional Teachers Association (QRTA), due to a contractual obligation to notify QRTA 
members of possible lay-off by June 15th.  Other employees who might also be affected by an extreme budget 
shortfall will not be notified until more information is available.   

I am heartbroken to have had to send these notices, but at the same time, I remain VERY hopeful that when the 
state finalizes the budget in August, the school district and our member communities will receive funding that 
makes it possible to bring all who were notified of potential lay-offs back to work in the upcoming school year. 

Finally, I want to assure you that all of us in the Quabbin Regional School District are working very hard to make 
sure that all children and families are provided with options for learning plans that are as flexible as possible for 
next year.  Rest assured, our plans will prioritize student and staff safety, student, staff, and family support and 
educating all to the high standards you have come to expect from the Quabbin Regional School District. I am 
confident that we will accomplish these goals. 

Your patience and understanding are appreciated. We will continue to update you as more information becomes 
available to us. In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 
smuir@qrsd.org. 

Sincerely,  

 

Sheila A. Muir, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Quabbin Regional School District 
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