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March 31, 2020 
 

Good Evening Quabbin Students, Families and Staff, 

With the period of COVID-19 mandated school closure now continuing through May 4th, the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has recently issued revised guidance to 
school districts regarding expectations for remote learning.  The attached letter to families written 
by Commissioner Riley, outlines these new expectations.  Please try to find a few minutes to 
review Commissioner Riley’s message. 

In response to the new DESE expectations for remote learning, the Quabbin Regional School 
District will revise our existing remote learning plans.  Educators from across the district have been 
collaborating in virtual meetings to provide input into the development of the new plans. We are 
committed to taking the time necessary to ensure that our plans remain flexible, appropriate, and 
aligned with our district’s learning expectations while meeting the needs of all students and their 
families.  We are also planning how best to provide services to students with disabilities and 
English learners in a remote learning environment. We expect that this collaboration will continue 
over the next few days and that final plans will be communicated to families early next week. 

We recognize that implementing remote learning in your home while trying to balance all of the 
competing demands and unexpected stressors placed on your family at this time is very difficult 
and at times may feel overwhelming.  Our goal is to support our students and their families through 
this challenging time to the best of our ability.  To that end, we are considering ways to make the 
remote learning plans as manageable as possible.  In addition, we are exploring options to better 
facilitate food distribution, streamline our communication with families, and support technology 
needs that families may have.  Later this week we plan to provide you additional information on our 
efforts to address these needs. 

Please feel free to contact me or your school administrator with any questions or concerns that you 
have.  We will do our best to get back to you as quickly as we can. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sheila A. Muir, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


