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CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN TRANSITION  

 

Although children and youth who lack permanent housing are sometimes referred to as “homeless”, it is 

the policy of the Quabbin Regional School District to view children as individuals.  Therefore, this policy 

will use the term, “children and youth in transition”, rather than “homeless children”. 

 

In order to provide children and youth who have lost their housing and/or lack permanent housing equal 

access to free, appropriate public education, it is the objective of the Quabbin Regional School District to 

remove barriers to the enrollment and retention of children and youth in transition in accordance with 

state and federal law.  Each individual will be provided services for which the student is eligible, 

comparable to services provided to other students in the school, regardless of residency, including 

transportation services, educational services, vocational and technical education programs, preschool 

programs, Title I programs and school nutrition programs. 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act protects the educational rights of children and youth in 

transition.  It provides grants and legal protections so that these children can enroll in school, stay in 

school, get transportation to school and do well in school.  Because it is a federal law, the McKinney-

Vento Act overrules state and local policies. 

Information regarding this policy will be distributed to all students upon enrollment. 

Definitions: 

The Massachusetts Department of Education has adopted Section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act regarding the definition of homeless children and youth: 

 Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence or have a primary 
nighttime residence in a supervised, publicly or privately, operated shelter for temporary 
accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing for the 
mentally ill), an institution providing temporary residence for individuals intended to be 
institutionalized, or a public or private place not designated for, or ordinarily used as, a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings. 

This definition shall include: 

 children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping 
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or 
transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; 

 children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

 children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; 

 migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances 
described above; and 

 Unaccompanied youth a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 



In addition, according to McKinney-Vento, a fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and 

not subject to change.  A regular residence is one which is used on a regular (i.e., nightly) basis.  An 

adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological needs 

typically met in home environments.  Therefore, children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and 

adequate residence will be considered homeless. 

Enroll and enrollment shall mean attending classes and participating fully in school activities. 

School of origin shall mean the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the 

school in which the child or youth was last enrolled. 

 

Liaison 

The Superintendent shall designate at least one staff member  in the district to serve as the Children and 

Youth in Transition Liaison, whose role will be to fulfill the duties set forth in state and federal law.  The 

Liaison for the Quabbin Regional School District is the Director of Student Services.  The district's liaison 

for homeless students and their families shall coordinate with local social service agencies that provide 

services to homeless children and youths and their families; other school districts on issues of 

transportation and records transfers; and state and local housing agencies responsible for 

comprehensive housing affordability strategies. This coordination includes providing public notice of the 

educational rights of homeless students in locations such as schools, family shelters and soup kitchens. 

The district's liaison will also review and recommend amendments to district policies that may act as 

barriers to the enrollment of homeless students.  The liaison shall ensure district staff receive 

professional development and other support on issues involving homeless students. 

 

Student’s Rights to School Selection 

The Quabbin Regional School District, in accordance with the best interests of children and youth in 

transition will: 

 either continue the student’s education in the school of origin until the end of the year in which 
the student obtains permanent housing; 

 or enroll the student in a public school that non-children and youth in transition who live in the 
attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend. 

Enrollment 

As required by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, the Quabbin Regional School 

District will immediately enroll children and youth in transition in school, even if they do not have the 

documents usually required for enrollment, such as school records, medical records or proof of 

residency.  Guidelines for implementing the new enrollment requirements are as follows: 

 Children and youth in transition have a right to either remain in their school of origin or to 
attend school where they are temporarily residing; 

 Students who choose to remain in their school of origin have the right to remain there until the 
end of the school year in which they get permanent housing; 

 Students who chose to enroll in school where they are temporarily residing must be enrolled 
immediately, even if they do not bring the records usually required for enrollment with them; 
and 



 If a child or youth in transition arrives without records, the district’s designated Liaison must 
assist the family and contact the previously attended school district to obtain the required 
records. 

The Massachusetts Department of Education, in consultation with the Department of Public Health, 

advises that, in the absence of an emergency or epidemic of disease, the health risk of enrolling 

children and youth in transition prior to receiving proof of immunization is minimal. 

 

Transportation Services 

The Quabbin Regional School District will ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of 

the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the Liaison), to and from the 

school of origin.  Furthermore: 

 if the child or youth in transition continues to live in the area served by the district in which 
the school of origin is located, that district must provide or arrange transportation; 

 if the child or youth in transition moves to an area served by another district, though 
continuing his or her education at the school of origin, the district of origin and the district in 
which the student resides must agree upon a method to apportion responsibility and costs 
for transportation to the school of origin; and  

 if the districts cannot agree upon such a method, the responsibility and costs must be 
shared equally. 

The Quabbin Regional School District will provide transportation services to children and youth in 

transition, that is comparable to that which is received by other students.  In addition, the Liaison will 

ensure that the parent or guardian of a child or youth in transition, and any unaccompanied youth, is 

fully informed, in the language of the home, of all transportation services, including transportation to 

the school of origin, and is assisted in accessing transportation to the school selected. 

 

Services 

Title I 

Children and youth in transition are automatically assessed for eligibility for Title I services, regardless of 

what school they attend.  The District shall reserve such funds as are necessary to provide services 

comparable to those provided to Title I students to children and youth in transition attending non-

participating schools.  The amount reserved shall be determined by a formula based upon the per-pupil 

Title I expenditure and developed jointly by the liaison and the Title I director.  It is the goal of the 

Quabbin Regional School District to ensure that children and youth in transition enroll, attend and be 

given the opportunity to succeed in school.  No Title I funds will be used to transport children and youth 

in transition to or from their school of origin. 

Access to Child Nutrition Programs 

It is the policy of the Quabbin Regional School District to ensure that children and youth in transition are 

able to participate in federal, state, or local food programs.  School lunch and other nutrition programs 

offered by the district will be made available to children and youth in transition.  Eligibility for free meal 

benefits has been revised to allow benefits to be made available as soon as possible: 

 Documentation of children and youth in transition will be accepted from the Liaison or the 
director of the shelter where the student resides. 



 Documentation to substantiate free meal eligibility that is acceptable in lieu of a free and 
reduced price meal application may consist of the child’s name or list of names, effective date(s) 
and the signature of the Liaison or the director of the shelter where the student resides. 

 The school district will ensure that the school food service department is promptly advised 
when children leave the school or are no longer considered in transition.  (When the student is 
no longer in transition, the school will provide the household with an application free and 
reduced price meals.) 

 A child or family may temporarily reside with another household and still be considered 
homeless.  In these cases, the household size and income of the host family are not taken into 
consideration in determining the free meal eligibility for the child(ren) designated as children 
and youth in transition by the Liaison. 

 When a host family applies for free and reduced price meals for their own children, the host 
family may include the homeless family as household members if the host family provides 
financial support to the homeless individuals, but any income received by the homeless family 
must also be included. 

 Free meal eligibility for children and youth in transition is based on the documentation provided 
by the Liaison, even when the child is included on the host family’s free and reduced price meal 
application.  The host family’s eligibility will be reevaluated if the household changes. 

Dispute Resolution 

If a dispute arises over any issue covered in this policy, the Quabbin Regional School District will utilize 

the following procedures for Dispute Resolution: 

1.  A student must be allowed to attend the school whose district is challenging the student’s right 
to attend until the Commissioner of Education or the Commissioner’s designee makes a final 
decision regarding the dispute.  The challenging school district must continue to provide 
transportation and other school services to the student until the dispute is resolved. 

2. The dispute resolution process begins at the time a school/district challenges the right of either 
a parent or guardian to enroll a child or to continue a child’s enrollment in school, or in the case 
of an unaccompanied youth, the youth’s right to enroll or to continue enrollment in the school. 

3. When a school or school district challenges the enrollment of the child or unaccompanied youth, 
the school or school district must: 

a. Provide notice of the challenge to the district Liaison and the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth, through the Liaison, on the day of the challenge using a form 
entitled, ‘Homeless Education Advisory 2003 – 7A:  School District Notification of 
Enrollment Decision.” (copy attached) 

b. Provide notice of the right to appeal the challenge to the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth, through the Liaison.  This notice must include a form, entitled 
“Homeless Education Advisory 2003-7B: Appeal of School District’s Enrollment Decision” 
(copy attached), to be completed by the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth 
should he or she decide to appeal the school district’s enrollment decision. 

c. Notify the Massachusetts Department of Education of the challenge on the day of the 
challenge and provide the Department of Education with copies of all notices given to 
the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth. 

4. The Liaison will provide the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth with written notice in 
clear, easy-t understand language detailing the dispute resolution process.  The notice must 
inform the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth of the option to obtain independent 
information and must list several Massachusetts Advocates for the Education of Homeless 



Children and Youths (MAEHCY) contacts, their addresses, telephone numbers and email 
addresses. 

5. A school district will have two working days to review its initial decision and make a final 
decision as to the position taken, i.e. whether it will continue to challenge the right of the 
student to be enrolled.  During this time, the Massachusetts Department of Education may 
provide technical assistance to the school district regarding its decision, by notifying the school 
district as to the requirements of McKinney-Vento and other applicable state and federal laws. 

6. The final decision of the school district must be made in writing and must be made by the 
Superintendent.  The decision must state all factual information upon which it is based and the 
legal basis in support thereof. 

7. If the final decision by the school district is adverse to the position of the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth, a copy of this written decision must be provided to the Massachusetts 
Department of Education, the Liaison and through him/her to the parent or guardian on the 
same day it is made (no later than the end of the two working days from the initial 
determination). 

8. The Commissioner shall have two working days following receipt of the appeal by the parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth to issue a decision.  The decision of the Commissioner shall 
be final. 

In making determinations regarding enrollment and the subsequent provision of transportation if 

necessary, the Commissioner will be guided by the following excerpts from the U.S. Department of 

Education (USDOE) Non Regulatory Guidance: 

 “Best interest of the child” shall be determined utilizing the guidance provided in G-2:  “In 
determining a child or youth’s best interest, an LEA must, to the extent feasible, keep a 
homeless child or youth in the “school of origin” unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of 
the child or youth’s parent or guardian, or unaccompanied youth.” 

 “Feasibility” shall be determined utilizing the guidance provided in G-4:  “As stated above, to 
the extent feasible, a district must educate a homeless child or youth in his or her school of 
origin, unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian (unaccompanied 
youth).  The placement determination should be a student-centered, individualized 
determination. 
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HOMELESS STUDENTS:  ENROLLMENT RIGHTS AND SERVICES 

As required by law, the district will work with homeless children and youth and unaccompanied 
youth (collectively, "homeless students") as well as their families or legal guardians to provide 
stability in school attendance and other services. Special attention will be given to ensuring the 
enrollment and attendance of homeless students not currently attending school. Homeless 
students will be provided district services for which they are eligible, including Head Start and 
comparable pre-school programs, Title I, similar state programs, special education, bilingual 
education, vocational and technical education programs, gifted and talented programs, school 
nutrition programs, summer programming and extracurricular activities. 

Homeless students are defined as lacking a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, 
including: 

1.  Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or 
similar reason; 
2.  Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; 
3.  Living in emergency or transitional shelters; 
4.  Being abandoned in hospitals; 
5.  Living in public or private places not designed for or ordinarily used as regular 
sleeping accommodations for human beings; 
6.  Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, 
transportation stations or similar settings; and 
7.  Migratory children living in conditions described in the previous examples. 

Students Remaining in Schools of Origin 

It is presumed to be in the best interest of homeless students to remain in their schools of 
origin, i.e. the school that the student was attending at the time he or she became homeless, or 
the last school the student attended prior to becoming homeless.  Homeless students may 
continue to attend their school of origin for as long as they remain homeless or until the end of 
the academic year in which they obtain permanent housing.  For homeless students who 
complete the final grade level served by the school of origin, the term "school of origin" shall 
also include the receiving school in the same school district educating students at the next 
grade level.  

Homeless students are entitled to transportation comparable to that provided for all other 
students attending school in the district.  The district will transport students who are sheltered 
or temporarily residing within the district to the students' school of origin.  For homeless 
students attending a school of origin located outside the district in which the student is 
sheltered or temporarily residing, the district in which the school of origin is located will 
coordinate with the district in which the student is sheltered or temporarily residing to provide 
the transportation services necessary for the student, and these districts will divide the cost 



equally.  Formerly homeless students who find permanent housing mid-school year will 
continue to receive transportation services until the end of the school year. 

Students Enrolling in District Where Sheltered or Temporarily Residing 

Parents or guardians may elect to enroll homeless students in the school district in which the 
student is sheltered or temporarily residing, rather than having the student remain in the 
school of origin.  Enrollment changes for homeless students should take place immediately.  

If homeless students are unable to provide written proof of their shelter or temporary 
residence in the district, the homeless liaison will work with the family seeking enrollment to 
determine homelessness.  Information regarding a homeless student's living arrangement shall 
be considered a student education record, and not directory information.  Records containing 
information about the homeless student's living arrangement may not be disclosed without the 
consent of the parent or satisfaction of another student-privacy related exemption. 

If the student does not have immediate access to immunization records, the student shall be 
permitted to enroll under a personal exception. Students and families should be encouraged to 
obtain current immunization records or immunizations as soon as possible, and the district 
liaison is directed to assist.  Emergency contact information is required at the time of 
enrollment consistent with district policies, including compliance with the state's address 
confidentiality program when necessary.  After enrollment, the district will immediately request 
available records from the student's previous school. 

Attendance rights by living in attendance areas, other student assignment policies, or intra and 
inter-district choice options are available to homeless families on the same terms as families 
who reside in the district.  Accordingly, the district will provide transportation services to school 
in a manner comparable to the transportation provided for all other students in the district. 

Dispute Resolution   

If the district disagrees with a parent or guardian's decision to keep a student enrolled in the 
school of origin and considers enrollment in the district where the student is sheltered or 
temporarily residing to be in the student's best interest, the district will explain to the parent, in 
writing and in a language the parent can understand, 2 the rationale for its determination and 
provide parent with written notice of their rights to appeal the district's determination to the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 3.  During the pendency of 
any such appeal, the student should remain enrolled in the school selected by the parent or 
guardian, receiving transportation to school and access to other available services and 
programs.   

The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education's Advisory on 
Homeless Education Assistance contains additional information about educating homeless 
students and the appeal process.  This advisory is available at the following 
link:  http://www.doe.mass.edu/mv/haa/mckinney-vento.docx 

Homeless Liaison      

https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/
https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mv/haa/mckinney-vento.docx


The Superintendent shall designate an appropriate staff person to be the district's liaison for 
homeless students and their families.  The district's liaison for homeless students and their 
families shall coordinate with local social service agencies that provide services to homeless 
children and youths and their families; other school districts on issues of transportation and 
records transfers; and state and local housing agencies responsible for comprehensive housing 
affordability strategies. This coordination includes providing public notice of the educational 
rights of homeless students in locations such as schools, family shelters and soup kitchens. The 
district's liaison will also review and recommend amendments to district policies that may act 
as barriers to the enrollment of homeless students.  The liaison shall ensure district staff receive 
professional development and other support on issues involving homeless students. 

LEGAL REFS.:  The McKinney-Vento Act and Title I, Part A, as Amended by the Every Student 
Succeeds Act of 2015 

SOURCE:  MASC October 2019 

 



 


