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Spring Newsletter 
 

Hubbardston Center School 

8 Elm Street Hubbardston MA 0145 

www.qrsd.org  978-928-4487 

 

I always enjoy saying hello when the sun is shining, the earth is 

recovering from the harshness of winter, and the birds are 

back in the morning.  One of my favorite times of the year!   

Patriot’s Day is next week; a wonderful opportunity to talk to 

your children about the significance of living in Massachusetts, 

and so close to Concord, where the “shot heard around the 

world” was fired.  Living in the birthplace of the American 

Revolution, the place where our forefathers sacrificed so 

much to build a country where freedom reigns and a 

government was built “by the people and for the people” is 

worth thinking about, and hopefully recognized as quite an 

honor.  I try to get to Boston to walk part of the Freedom Trail 

at least once a year so that I am reminded of the important 

role the American Patriots, the Minutemen, and the 13 

colonies played in American History.  I hope you all get a 

chance to do the same and experience all the Freedom Trail 

has to offer. 

Closer to home, we are completing the first round of MCAS 

testing.  All students in grades 3-6 have completed the ELA 

portion of the testing, or are scheduled for a make-up after 

the break. MCAS math will take place on May 9th and 10th for 

grades 5 and 6, and on May 13th and 14th for grades 3 and 4. 

Grade 5 will also take the MCAS Science/Technology test on 

May 16th and 17th.  As we told the students, working hard and 

doing their very best is always our expectation, and I am really 

proud to say that so far, everyone has met this expectation! 

Way to go HCS students! 

Our Books and Beyond program has many participants, some 

completing all zones and some completing several. We are 

giving out rewards for Zone 7 this week and will begin Zone 8 

after vacation.  We will have an award ceremony for students 

that have completed all 8 zones during the last week of May, 

and their parents will be invited to share in the celebration.  It 

has been a fun program and has been a fun and successful 

way to increase reading time for students. More info regarding 

the celebration will come home next month. 

 

Upcoming Event 

   April 15 – 19 Vacation 

April 26 PTO Father Daughter 

Luau 

  May 1 Early Release 11:35 

  May 15 Early Release 11:35 

  May 20 Kindergarten 

Screening 

 

 

Important 

Announcement 

   May 20 No school  for our 

current K student 

More events are listed in the 

rest of the newsletter  

   

http://www.qrsd.org/
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April and May are busy months at HCS.  We are planning Field 

day, sixth grade end of year events, some field trips, and 

hopefully we’ll revisit Hubbardston Farm Days at HCS.  Even 

though the school year is winding down, we still have lots to 

learn, lots to do, lots of time with our friends and classmates, 

and lots of ways to grow and think and plan.  We will have 

Step-Up day for 6th graders to visit the middle school, and we 

will also plan a morning in June for each grade level to visit 

the next, even though placement won’t be finalized yet.  It is 

an opportunity for students to meet the teachers they will work 

with next year, and to get an idea of what their day will look 

and feel like. It is an exciting and fun way to think about 

“stepping-up”! 

That’s about all for now.  I hope you all enjoy the April break 

ahead, the mild weather it hopefully will bring, some cool 

things to do, and as always, enjoy your children! 

Jill 

 

 

 

Lost & Found will be donated at the end of the school year Please come and look for your 

children’s’ lost items 

We have  

Hats            

Sweatshirts           Water Bottles 

 Lunch Boxes 

  Mittens 

 

 

 



   

  Page 3 of 12 

   
 

More Important News 

  

 

Students needed to read speeches at the Memorial Day program 

put on by the town.  Memorial Day Celebration is May 27th, 11:00 

am 

Flanders Field 

Reply to Flanders Field  

The Gettysburg Address 

 

If any students are  interested please contact the Hubbardston 

Senior Center at 978-928-1400 x211 ask for Claudia 

They are also looking for 2 trumpet players and a music/sound 

system. 

There will be an ice cream social following the ceremony at the 

senior center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Community 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt on 

the Rec Field this Sunday 

April 14th 

 

TOWN WIDE CLEAN UP APRIL 

20th. Check out the 

Hubbardston Celebration 

page for more information. 

 

Library has a new roof going 

on.  You will find limited 

parking due to the 

construction in the municipal 

parking lot. 
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Upcoming events at HCS – what is schedule so far………… 

May 1 Animal Adventures for Grade 1 (a program that brings in live animals for students to see.) 

May 9 & 10 MCAS MATH Gr 5 and 6 

May 13 & 14 MCAS MATH Gr 3 and 4 

May 17 Grade 2 Field Trip to the Boston Aquarium 

May 17 Grade K Field Trip to the Worcester Ecotarium 

May 20 Kindergarten screening for incoming kindergarten students for the fall of 2019 

May 20 NO SCHOOL for current Kindergarten Students 

May 23 PTO presents the BUBBLE GUY to all students  

May 24 Memorial Day Program for HCS students to honor our Veterans 

June 5 K-4 Concert 9:30 am  

June 5 Grade 6 Field Trip to Spinners Baseball game in Worcester 

June 5 Grade 4 Music Showcase at Quabbin Regional in the evening 6:30 pm 

June 6 Band,Chorus and Orchestra Field trip visiting all schools in the district , then performing in 

the evening at Quabbin 6:30 

June 7 Step Up Day for Grade 6 

June 7 Grade 4 field trip to The Quabbin Reservoir (rain date is June 10) 

June 11 Town Election 

June 12 Field Day for all HCS Students 

June 13 Middle School Graduation 

June 14 Grade 6 Picnic during the day and Recognition program in the evening 

June 17 last day of school 
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What is happening in the classrooms…… Kindergarten News 

 

    We are moving right along in Kindergarten, although we are still waiting for warm weather.  After vacation, we 

will be writing All About books, becoming experts at identifying facts in nonfiction books, and reading nonfiction 

books.  In Math, we will continue to work on subtraction. We will be exploring Life Cycles in science and 

observing the life cycle of a butterfly.  The Kindergarteners have been learning all about digraphs and are finding 

them everywhere.  Please keep practicing snap words and reading with your child.  A few important dates 

coming up: 

 

April 26th-Father/Daughter Luau 

May 17th- Field trip to Ecotarium- more news to follow at a later date 

May 20th- Kindergarten screening- no school for kindergarten 

 

    We are venturing into the final home stretch of the school year.  Please keep doing what you do to make the 

last stretch a great one for your kindergartener- Give your child a great breakfast, early bedtime and the gift of 

time.  Your child is growing up so fast- enjoy every minutes!!         The K Team 

We are busy as spring bees in 1K and 1C!  We have been focused on writing non-fiction 

books after researching our favorite topics.  Our last writing unit will be writing reviews on our 

favorite books.  We continue to read both fiction and non-fiction and have become experts in 

sorting books based on those categories.  In math we have added many tools to our strategy 

toolbox.  Addition and subtraction fact fluency is our goal as we approach the end of the year.  We will dive into 

geometry and telling time beginning in May.  Finally, we are excited to welcome our "traveling field trip" Animal 

Adventures on May 1.  We will spend the morning looking at, listening to, and even touching some critters from 

both near and far locales. 

     GradeTWO  We have been reading and writing nonfiction.  After break, we 

will be focusing on the oceans in both reading and writing.  Students will do research about an ocean 

animal.  They will include their research in their writing about oceans.  In math, we will continue learning about 

graphs, money and measurement.  Our next unit will focus on telling time to the minute.  We are very excited 

about our field trip to the aquarium.  

Congratulations, amazing third graders! We are extremely proud of the hard work that you put forth 
demonstrating your reading a writing knowledge during your first ever MCAS! 
          As we stepped into the third trimester, students have been finishing their Character Book Clubs and 
begun connecting with their creative side by reading, talking about and writing poetry. Soon, we will be 
switching gears and forming research clubs concentrating on animals, their habitats, and adaptions. 
          In math, students have been learning about fractions. We have been reading and writing them, and 
using fraction strips, drawn models, and number lines to explore them in a “greater than, less than, and equal 
to” comparison. Remember, students should be continuing to practice basic math facts for mastery at home. 
Great tools for practice include reflexmath.com and flash cards. 

 

Grade ONE   
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Grade 4 has been working hard and just completed ELA MCAS on April 10 &11th.  The students worked hard 

and we were very proud of their effort. Way to go!  

 

MATH MCAS is scheduled for May 13 & 14 this year. 

 

Students have been working on Fractions in Module 5.  We have been comparing, ordering, and 

adding/subtracting fractions and mixed numbers. We will be finishing the module and moving onto angles, lines, 

and other Geometrical concepts next. All fourth graders will be using our intervention block to practice and 

prepare for the upcoming MATH MCAS test in addition to working on similar skills during math class daily.. 

. 

 

 

 

Grade 4 ELA/Social Studies:  

 

Reading: We recently completed an author study on Chris Van Allsburg, and we enjoyed read alouds 

of Jumanji, Zathura, Two Bad Ants, and The Stranger.  Students loved "blogging" about our reading online with a 

site called Padlet.com!  We also dove into book clubs, as students selected a book of their choice and met to 

discuss their thinking and notes with their club members twice a week.  In upcoming weeks, we will continue 

these clubs, but will focus in a bit more on books of the historical fiction genre, which will align with our upcoming 

unit on immigration in Social Studies during the month of May.  

 

 

Writing:  Students have been working very hard on writing in response to their own reading in book clubs in 

order to take notes, and ultimately produce a literary essay based upon their own tracking of theme, character 

traits, character change, or character feelings.  We discussed and practiced using the appropriate structure for 

literary essays, including introductions, providing evidence, "lifting" lines, and conclusions.  For the remainder of 

the year, students will review the various types of writing we have practiced (narrative, opinion, and 

informational) as they create a magazine of their very own!   

 

 

Social Studies: Students are wrapping up our study of the regions of the U.S. with the West and Southwest!  We 

have continued to learn about landforms, natural resources, and landmarks of that part of our country, and 

students will be creating brochures about states and all we have learned about them! 
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5th Grade News  Fifth graders have been practicing good reading and writing strategies, and 

learning math skills and science concepts all year. They are ready for MCAS!  

Fifth grade MCAS schedule: 

ELA: Monday, April 8th and Tuesday, April 9th 

Math: Thursday, May 9th and Friday, May 10th 

Science: Thursday, May 16th and Friday, May 17th 

Students should get a good night’s sleep the night before, and eat a healthy breakfast the 

morning they are taking MCAS. They will have access to the bubbler, but a water bottle each day 

is a good idea. Students may bring gum (or Tic Tacs or Ice Breakers) to chew on during MCAS. 

And, yes, they may wear PJs for MCAS days.  

Feel free to email us with questions or concerns. 

Kim Doyle & Shannon Ortolino 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade ELA & Social Studies 

*Mark your calendars: Recognition Night will be June 14th 

During the month of April, sixth graders completed the ELA MCAS test. We are very proud of all the 

hard work the students put in during the testing period. During our next unit, we will explore graphic 

novels.  In this unit, students will critically read a graphic novel to: 

   . Determine theme, POV, tone  

. Describe how one piece fits into the whole and contributes to the development of the theme, 

setting and plot  

. Describe how the characters change over time  

. Use the elements of a graphic novel to create their own   

 In social studies, we are continuing our study of Central and South Asia including early Indian and 

Central Asia religions and cultures.   
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6N & 6C Math / Science 

Grade 6 has moved on to Module 6 “Statistics” in Eureka Math. We will also complete work from Module 5 

“Area, Surface Area and Volume” to increase our readiness for MCAS in May. We really appreciate the hard 

work that our students have done this school year. 

When you review their binder work and completed assessments, you should see highlighting and underlining 

of problems as they make a plan to solve. You should also see labeled models and diagrams and all work to 

support their answers. In addition, you should see declarative statements and explanations to support their 

final answers. The more our students do these things; they are much more likely to experience success as 

independent problem solvers. Also, please challenge them to show and explain all current work. (Binder 

work and assessments should be complete and corrected by the student.) 

Grade 6 continues to investigate topics in Physical Science starting with Matter and its Interactions. Lab 

work involving volume, mass and density is in progress. 

Classroom / School Expectations: 

Grade 6 students will be positive role models for the younger grades. 

Students will follow the guidance and direction of all staff. 

Students should do their best to be supportive, respectful and polite to all. 

Students should demonstrate perseverance in their academic tasks and do their very best to complete high-

quality assignments. 

Students should always be writing down assignments in their Academic Planners so they can keep you 

informed of their progress.  

Students should have a plan for making up missed assignments after absences. 
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May Guidance Corner 

In the younger grades we are continuing to be social detectives working on identifying 

different feelings. Students are learning to look at a person’s face, body and the situation 

to figure out how someone may be feeling.  Students have also been practicing how to 

show empathy and be assertive.  

In Grade three we are finishing our unit on Mindfulness practices that can be used 

anywhere. Ask your child to demonstrate a yoga pose, positive self-talk statements, deep 

breathing or progressive muscle relaxation exercises. For example: squeezing the lemon, 

the cat stretches, the turtle, tree pose or the five finger breathing. 

In Grade four we have been discussing the concepts of having different perspectives, 

understanding complex feelings and respecting similarities and differences in one another.  

In Grade five we are finishing up our unit on Zones of Regulation. Students should be more 

aware how their body is feeling and if they need to calm down or be more energized. 

They were able to try out stations with various tools to help them manage their feelings.  

In Grade 6 students have been working on preparing themselves emotional, 

academically and socially for middle school.  We have discussed issues such as how to 

grow our brains, be more organized, ask for help and make friends. 

Jen Fabrizio 
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Grade 6 Zones Stations 
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Spring is on the way….. Hooray!!!! 

The health office has been buzzing with activity too. Vision and hearing screenings will be 

wrapping up in the next couple weeks. Notices will go home to those that require follow-

up with a physician.  

 Mandated postural screenings will be happening when we return from vacation. These 

screenings are for Grade 5 and Grade 6 students only. Parent letters will be sent home with 

specific dates soon.  

To Grade 6 parents: A letter from the Middle School Nurse will also be coming home soon 

regarding the requirements for physical exams and immunizations for entrance into Grade 

7. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to send me an email or 

give me a call. 

 

 

Remember MCAS season is also upon us.  A well 

balanced diet, exercise, and a good night’s rest 

is a sure recipe for success. 
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