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Mid- Winter  Newsletter 
 

Hubbardston Center School 

8 Elm Street Hubbardston MA 0145 

www.qrsd.org  978-928-4487 

 

From the Principal’s Desk: 

Hello HCS Families! 

Interesting weather we’ve been having. Luckily, with the exception of 
one day due to bitter cold and one due to rain, we have enjoyed 
outdoor recess most every day.  A reminder that snow-pants and boots 
are required as outerwear if students want to play in the snow.  Also, 
please check the Lost and Found when you get a chance; it is full, and 
contains many expensive and well cared for clothing, etc.  It will all be 
donated as of February 15th. 

I am including the tentative dates for MCAS testing for grades 3-5 for 
this school year.  Our goal is not to spread the testing out too far, while 
still ensuring students have reached specific curriculum markers for 
preparedness, particularly with math instruction.  The tests are not 
timed, so students can test all day if needed, however, the bulk of 
students complete a daily session in either ELA or math in about an 
hour.  We do ask that students enjoy a full night’s sleep and eat a good 
breakfast on MCAS mornings, as well as bringing a healthy snack or 
two to school.  We focus on doing our best, persevering through, and 
never giving up! The New England Patriots have set a great example 
for our students, and we refer to this often.  The message:  Set your 
goals, work hard and persevere to meet them, when you reach an 
obstacle, review and redesign your goals, then keep working until you 
get there. Never give up on yourself, you can do it!!! 

MCAS Schedule: 

April 8 & 9: Grades 5/6 ELA 
April 10 & 11 Grades 3/4 ELA 
 
May 9 & 10: Grades 5/6 Math 
May 13 & 14: Grades 3/4 Math 
 
May 16 & 17: Grade 5 Science 

There are make-ups dates built into this schedule, but we find students 
do best when they test with their peers, and as part of a “team”. Please 
let us know asap if your student will not be present when they are 
expected to test.  And of-course, kiddos do get sick, and we 
understand, but we are hoping for the best! 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 30 

Early Release 11:35 

February 8 

  PTO Movie Night 

February 14 

   PTO Valentine Cake Walk 

February Vacation 

 Feb 18 – 22 School Vacation 

 

   

 

Important Announcement 

Kindergarten Registration: 

Please contact the school if 

you have a child that will be 5 

by August 31, 2019.  Please let 

other families you may know to 

contact the school to register 

their child. Besides the school 

forms, which can be found on 

the QRSD website, please 

remember you must have up to 

date immunization’s, lead test, 

current physical, and a birth 

certificate from the town. Proof 

of residency is also required. 

   

 

http://www.qrsd.org/
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We will not send out another newsletter before February break (2/18-
2/22), so I’ll take this opportunity to wish you all a very fun, relaxing, 
and safe week!  Maybe you’ll get in some time for skiing, sledding, 
playing in the snow, or whatever it is that your family enjoys! Whatever 
you do, enjoy the break, and as always, enjoy your children! 

Jill  

 

 

 

 

 

Council on Aging is looking for Memorial Day speakers that are 

students at HCS. Every Memorial Day the town of Hubbardston has 

a Memorial Day Parade, and then have speakers that read The 

Preamble, Flanders Field and the Response to Flanders Field. 

If you are interested in reading any of the above speeches on 

Memorial Day,  please contact Claudia Provencial at 978-928-1400 

x211 or 978-257-0813 

 

PTO MOVIE NIGHT FEB 8 

Showing …… 

The Incredibles 2 

PTO VALENTINE CAKE WALK FEB 14 

 

 

 

 

Kindness Week at HCS  Feb 11 – 15th PTO will be sponsoring a 

drawing contest. More information will go home as kindness week 

gets closer. 

 

 

In the Community 

 

 

 

 

 MEMORIAL DAY SPEAKERS NEEDED!!!! 
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Lost & Found will be donated at the start of February Vacation Please come and look for your 

children’s’ lost items 

We have  

Hats           Winter Coats 

Sweatshirts           Water Bottles 

 Lunch Boxes 

  Mittens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS & BEYOND SCHEDULE FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR 

Zone 5: Due January 18 

Zone 6: Due February 25 

Zone 7: Due March 29 

Zone 8: Due April 29 

Books & Beyond Awards Ceremony in May! 

We are so proud of all our readers!!!! 
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What is happening in the classrooms…… 

        

 

 

Hello and welcome to the half-way point of the year.  We just hit day 90!!  Hard to believe it's almost February. 

The kindergarteners have been working so hard and amaze us everyday with their enthusiasm and excitement to 

learn.  In Reader's Workshop we have been using our superpowers to help read words on a page.  They are 

figuring out patterns, checking their reading, looking through a word and tackling more challenging books- 

WOW!  In Writer's Workshop the kindergarteners are writing How To books and boy, do they have a lot to 

say.  They are telling how to do something and writing it in steps, along with a picture-One of our favorites- How 

to get Grandpa to stop snoring.  In Math we have been focusing on comparison of length, weight, capacity and 

numbers to 10.  The Kindergarteners loved weighing items on the scale.  In Fundations we are learning how to 

write all the uppercase letters and how to tap out words which they are also doing during reading and writing. In 

Science, we have been having fun doing experiments with solid, liquid and gas.  We just finished discussing 

Martin Luther King Jr. and we will be moving on to discuss Abraham Lincoln and George Washington.  Thank 

you for sending the appropriate gear for these cold, snowy days and don't forget to send a snack and drink in 

every day.  A note will be coming home next week about what we do for the 100th day and Valentine's day. 

Thank you for your continued support and enjoy the weekend!! 

The K team 

 

Grade ONE : There has been a lot happening in first grade! First graders began reading fairytales in read aloud, 

in partner reading, and independently. We have been talking more about different genres of books and what 

makes a fairytale. We have been discussing problem/solution, character feelings, and point of view. First graders 

not only read a lot of fairytales, but they actual wrote their own too! In reading, we also will begin reading poetry 

and learning how to write our own poems as well. First graders will also keep sharing their writing and giving 

feedback to their peers! In math, we begin working with measurement in our 3rd unit! We learn how to measure 

objects, compare length, observe graphs and answer questions about them, and understand the meaning of the 

words longer, shorter, greater than, and less than! 

        

 

 

     Grade TWO  In second grade, we have been working on double digit and 

triple digit addition and subtraction with and without regrouping. This will be a focus for quite awhile, as students 

learn different strategies to solve tricky problems. In reading, we have been thinking about fluency (reading how 

you speak). We are also looking at how authors use language to add detail and help readers make a better 

picture in their heads. We are writing realistic fiction! Students have come up with a problem and solution as well 

as characters to fit this problem and solution. Their characters try two times to solve the problem until finally the 

third solution works. We are certainly working hard and learning a lot! 
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          Grade 4 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Three 
 
Winter has been a great time in third grade to dive 
deep into nonfiction texts. Students have been 
reading expository nonfiction, gathering factual 
details to support the main idea of a topic. Within 
narrative nonfiction, students are learning about 
influential people as they read and summarize 
biographies.  Our writers have been working 
diligently on informational books as experts on a 
topic. In math, we have been learning about the 
properties of multiplication and using those 
properties to multiply and divide facts. Please 
encourage math fact practice at home, Reflex is a 
great resource. 

Math - students are working on multiplying and dividing larger numbers using various strategies and the 
standard algorithm. We have looked at divisibility rules and prime & composite numbers as a way of deciding 
which strategies would be best to solve a given equation.   We will be finishing up Module 3 and starting 
Module 4 on Fractions sometime before February break. 
 
Science- we have been talking about landslides and looking into erosion and weathering and how it can 
affect a certain area with Mystery Science, our science tech books, as well as hands on experiments. 

Reading: We recently completed our unit on traditional literature and identification of theme.  Students 

enjoyed read alouds such as The Hundred Dresses, How The Tiger Got His Stripes, and Nasreddine.  For 

each of these texts, the children worked on "stopping and jotting" evidence for an overall theme that they 

found within the text.  We then used our notes to discuss and write about our reading.   

 

Writing:  Fourth graders completed their personal and literary essays.  Throughout this unit, the children 

implemented a variety of elaboration strategies such as micro-stories, lists, and transitional phrases to 

enhance their argument for a particular topic.  They developed strong thesis statements and fitting 

conclusions for their essays.  Students also practiced paraphrasing and lifting lines to provide evidence to 

support their thinking as they worked on their literary essays.   

 

Social Studies:  The students completed their unit of study on the Southeast region of the United 

States in which we learned about the states/capitals, natural resources, and history of the region.  We 

paired word (vocabulary) study with the read alouds of January's Sparrow and Henry's Freedom 

Box as we discovered what life was like for slaves in the 1800s.   
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     Grade 5 

 

 

5th grade Math-  We have begun module 3 which is learning how to add and 

subtract fractions.  Topic A focuses on recognizing and creating equivalent 

fractions.  Topic B has students making area models to add and subtract fractions.  Topic C is using number 

lines when adding and subtracting fractions greater than or equal to one.  Topic D is solving word problems with 

fractional units. 

 

 

5th grade Science-  We have been working on  learning about the water cycle and using discovery education to 

produce a virtual poster using the build a board feature. 

 
 
 
 
5th grade ELA & Social Studies 
 
 
Fifth graders are currently reading historical fiction novels for book clubs as part of our historical fiction reading 
unit. Two responsibilities as a book club member are keeping up with reading and notetaking/recording ideas 
throughout the entire book. Students have been encouraged to bring their book club book and reading notebook 
home with them each night to make sure this gets done. They’ve also been encouraged to share this work with 
someone at home…feel free to take a peek!  
Writers’ Workshop & Social Studies  

Each fifth grader is currently channeling their inner journalist as they research and write a news article for our 5th 

Grade American Revolution Gazette. Students have chosen an American Revolution person, place, or event to 
research using the “5 Ws plus 1”—who, what, why, where, when and how. We hope to publish our newspaper by 
mid-February!  

ELA HOMEWORK REMINDER: ALL FIFTH GRADERS SHOULD BE READING 20 MINUTES EACH DAY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CALL FOR BOOKS: Please 
check at home for any books that 
belong to the HCS book room, 
Mrs. Doyle, or Mrs. Ortolino. Our 
shelves are looking a little bare. 
Thank you!  
Readers’ Workshop  
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Grade 6 

 

6N & 6C Math / Science 

Grade 6 has finished Module 2 “Arithmetic Operations Including Division of Fractions” in Eureka Math and 

you should see their End-of-Module Assessment score soon. Our work in Module 3 (Rational Numbers) is in 

progress. 

When you review their work you should see highlighting and underlining of problems as they make a plan to 

solve. You should also see labeled models and diagrams and all work to support their answers. In addition, 

you should see declarative statements and explanations to support their final answers. The more our students 

do these things; they are much more likely to experience success as independent problem solvers. Also, 

please challenge them to show and explain all current work. (Binder work should be complete and corrected 

by the student.) 

Grade 6 continues with Life Sciences research and their completed “What is a Cell” Models are on display in 

our school hallway. Right now, they are using Discovery Education to investigate: 

How do Body Systems interact to carry out the essential life functions? 

As they watch the digital streams of this information, they are “stopping and jotting” key facts they will use 

to answer the above question using Power Point technology. Please ask your young person to show you the 

quality of their science notebooks as we proceed. 

Classroom Expectations: 

Students should do their best to be supportive, respectful and polite to all. 

Students should demonstrate perseverance in their academic tasks and do their very best to complete high-

quality assignments. 

Students should always be writing down assignments in their Academic Planners so they can keep you 

informed of their progress.  

Students should have a plan for making up missed assignments after absences. 
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6th Grade ELA 

“Kids have a voice! We can change the world by taking a stand for our future. We can have 

shared dialogue and discussion about our ideals, and learn to be respectful even when we hear 

something we don’t agree with.” –Gabriela, age 13 

 

In Writers’ Workshop, sixth grade students are in the middle of researching social issues and writing 

persuasive speeches in the form of TED talks to convince their classmates to make a difference in 

the world. 

In Readers’ Workshop, our book clubs have shifted to Fantasy reading. We will immerse ourselves in 

this genre during January and then write our own fantasy stories in February.  

MCAS prep is something we have been doing all year, and will continue as the test gets closer.  We 

believe in practicing good reading and writing strategies all year long, so don’t be alarmed if you don’t 

see “MCAS papers” coming home right before the test. Our goal is to create lifelong readers and 

writers that will be prepared for any challenge that is thrown at them!  

6th Grade Social Studies 

We are currently learning about the countries in Central and South Asia. We have been practicing our 

map skills by labeling maps and finding latitude and longitude lines in Asia. We will be learning about 

important economic, political, and religious developments in this area. 
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A Note from the Nurse’s Office……. 

 

                                                

     Brrrrr….It’s really cold out there. Please remember that our classes go outside almost every day. 

Physical activity and fresh air are important to their learning. Being prepared for the winter 

temperatures helps to keep them healthy and ready to learn! A winter coat, snow pants, hats, 

gloves/mittens, boots, and extra pair of socks are must haves to keep warm and have fun outside! 

Students will not be allowed to play in the snow without the proper attire. 

Also please take the time to label your child’s outerwear. We have lots of items in lost and found 

that are waiting for their owners. 

Mandated vision and hearing screening will be starting soon.  Vision screening will be conducted 

on all students K- 5th grade. Hearing screening will be done on all students K-3rd grade. If you do 

not want your child screened, you need to notify me in writing. 

As always if you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact me. 

Kerry Thompson RN 

Phone: 978-928-4487 

kthompson@qrsd.org 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

mailto:kthompson@qrsd.org
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HCS Art & World Culture News with Ms. Verheyen  

  

The middle of the second trimester finds K-3 students completing their Totem posters that have been coming 

home. We investigated the significance of the way the poles keeps history alive in the Haida Culture and our 

posters oriented our poles toward water, the traditional mode of transportation for the NW native nations. 

Notice the 3 mediums we used in making the posters, water color, crayon and colored pencils. Each has a 

different way to make marks and put colors on our pages. 

Repeating Patterns of shape, color and design are next up on our projects list. An 8 square page; in two sizes, 

9x12 and 4.5x6, on off white paper in crayon as well as a 6x6 white paper block with markers will begin our 

investigations in how to make patterns this winter. We hope to showcase our blocks in the front lobby 

together in a large instillation by the second week in February.  

Fourth through sixth graders have been involved in creating their own version of totems that showcase their 

own personal essence. Animal outlines surround pictorial images of what we like to “do” on 12 x 18 paper 

where we use pencil, sharpie marker and watercolors. Enlarging from our own sketches has been an 

adventure and we are trying to get the hang of saturated colors on our paintings. Our display of the totems 

will be in the front lobby, around the same time earlier stated, in February. Our hope is to use the poles 

around the stairwell as the backdrop. 

Thank you to our families support in our artistic endeavors.   

 

PE CORNER 

 

The weather may be cold but things are heating up the gym! The fifth and six graders 

finished their unit in volleyball and have started to play basketball. I am hoping to arrange 

a volleyball game on the Friday before February vacation between the sixth graders and 

the Hubbardston staff. Major bragging rights will be at play. 

 

The younger children will be working on their dribbling and shooting skills. They will 

continue to work on throwing, catching, bowling and basic locomotive movements. 

 

Please continue to collect and send in box tops. Thanks to your continued support the 

school received a check for a thousand dollars to be spent on new PE equipment. That is 

pretty impressive when you realize that sum is earned ten cents at a time. 

 

Keep warm    

Mr. Farrell 
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Guidance Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Grade 5- students are learning how to get a better understanding of the 4 zones within the 

Zones of Regulations. They are increasing their emotional vocabulary and recognizing facial 

expressions and the awareness of how their body feels. This will help to identify each zone and 

what to do (e.g. I am in math class my body feels wiggly, I am being silly, I am in the yellow zone) 

Strategies one can use: I need to use self-talk, look around to see the expected behavior, take a 

few deep breaths. Then I can better focus with my body and brain and attend to my work without 

distracting myself or others. 

In grade 6- We have been discussing how to navigate the different aspects of middle school. This 

begins with recognizing how the brain is changing during adolescence, putting ourselves out there 

to make new friends and validating that others have similar fears and goals. 

 
 

In the younger grades, we continue to work on the 

skills of being a good learner, listener and focusing 

attention. This includes ignoring distractions, being 

assertive and using self-talk. 

In grade 3 we are forging ahead with mindfulness. 

Ask your child if he or she can tell you what it 

means and provide a demonstration. The students 

have learned the practice of mindful listening, 

mindful bodies and various breathing techniques. 

A couple you can try at school, home or 

anywhere include Belly breathing or 5 finger 

breathing. 

5 Finger breathing- hold out your hand like a star- 

use your pointer finger from the other hand and 

trace up and down your fingers. Breathe in as you 

go up; breathe out as you go down. Go slowly 

and notice how it feels. An example of Belly 

breathing… you can start by taking 5 mindful 

breaths. You can place one or both hands on your 

belly or on your lap and inhale/breath-in 1, 2, 

3...then exhale/breath out- 1, 2, 3... Repeat 4x. 

In grade 4- we continue to address the topics of 

being an up- stander, empathy and respect. 
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STEM CORNER 

 

ROBOTS ARE COMING!!! 

Exciting news from the STEM department. All students in grades 2-6 have begun learning 

how to code the OzoBots! We have started by exploring with the robots and understanding 

how they read the code we give them. We are excited to begin integrating Ozoblockly a 

programming component to the OzoBots, in which the students write their own code for the 

ozobot. 

Our younger students have been focusing on understanding basic engineering skills. They have 

been working in groups with our STEM BINS. Each pair of students chooses a box with 2-4 

given materials and a set of problems to solve. Students must identify the problem, create a 

plan, and build a solution. These bins hold everything from Popsicle sticks and pipe cleaners to 

nuts and bolts and simple tools. It is amazing to watch their imaginations take over and 

create something from whatever they are given. 

We would like to thank the community for their generous donations to the STEM department. 

I assure you we use something each and every day. We are currently in need of newspapers, 

small child sized hand tools- wrench, screwdrivers, etc), and fabric. If you have any of these 

items and ate willing to donate, please bring them to the office and we can gather them from 

there. Again thank you for your support! 
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Go Purple  

  

       
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


