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December Newsletter 2018 
 

Hubbardston Center School 

8 Elm Street Hubbardston MA 0145 

www.qrsd.org  978-928-4487 

 

 

As I write this message for the newsletter, I am amazed 

that it is December! How did that happen already? I do 

welcome December, though, as it is one of my favorite 

months.  It is a bit of a hectic one, both at school and 

home, but along with that comes quiet snowy days, 

twinkling lights, and lots of opportunity to be with family 

and friends. Pretty good! 

As I mentioned, December is busy at school too.  We 

begin our second trimester on December 3rd, and that 

usually means the curriculum picks up a bit of rigor.  The 

first trimester starts slowly, but not so with Tri 2.  Students 

will continue working at a similar pace as they were at 

when Tri 1 ended, but expectations for effort, work 

completion, and high quality work production may be a 

bit more consistent.  The students have had a “settling in” 

time, and have built the foundation for a strong second 

trimester; that’s where the expectation comes from.  This 

is not to say we don’t continue to differentiate 

expectations, because we do, but within lesson 

differentiation, each student is expected to work hard, 

bring their best work to “the table”, and push themselves 

toward excellence.  It is exciting when Tri 2 ends and 

teachers and students get to look at how far they have 

come.  This is particularly evident in grades K-2, where 

the growth from September to February is truly amazing. 

We start the year as “letter namers”, “word readers”, 

“number identifiers” and “sentence writers”, and roll into 

February as readers, writers, and mathematicians. 

Amazing!  

Report Cards will come home on Dec. 7th, and Parent 

Conferences will be held on Dec. 5th.  If you haven’t 

signed up yet, please contact your child’s teacher asap.  

 

Upcoming Events 

December 5 

Early Release 11:35 

Parent Conferences 

December 7 

  Report Cards go home, see 

below for explanation of 

report card rubrics. 

  Dec 24– January 1 

No school Holiday break 

 

Important 

Announcement 

  CHOP will be having a toy 

drive again this year. Please 

consider dropping  

unwrapped toys at the police 

station.  

http://www.qrsd.org/
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Conferences are the time to ask any questions, share 

concerns and surprises, and get to know what’s 

happening in your child’s “school world” a bit more fully.  

We hope many of you, or even all of you, will be able to 

attend! You will also find a rubric in this newsletter that 

describes our grading system in more detail. I think you’ll 

find it helpful, and it might be a helpful tool to bring to 

parent conferences as well. 

I will end this message with a wish that all HCS families 

find peace, joy, and warmth this December, and share 

many wonderful holiday moments with family and 

friends. 

 

Jill 
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Community Events 

 

 

December 8th X-MAS in NEW BRAINTREE – Keep on 

and shop on 10-3 New Braintree Grade School and 

Town Hall (kids activities in the library) 

 

 

Brunch with Santa Dec 8 10am at the HCS cafeteria

 

 

2nd Annual Hubbardston Light Flight December 

7,8,9  14,15,16 5 – 8:00 pm For more information 

check out the Hubbardston Celebration face book 

Page or on the town website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Community 

December 4 5:45 Community 

Carol Sing at the Senior 

Center with the lighting of the 

Menorah/Tree on the 

common. 
HUBBARDSTON LIBRARY BOOK SALE 
7 Main Street, Hubbardston 
Saturday, Dec 1, 2018 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
100 % of the proceeds go to our 
library! Something for EVERYONE! 
Hardcover, Paperback, DVDs, 
Audiobook CDs and Music CDs. 
Adult, Children and Teen Materials. 
Hope to see you there.  
MONET’S MIRROR 
How to Pastel Paint Monet’s Water 
Lilies with Greg Maichack, professional 

artist and instructor  
Thursday, December 6, 2018 
6 to 8 p.m. 
At the Hubbardston Public Library 
7 Main Street, Hubbardston  
Perfect event for teens, adults and 

seniors. 

A workshop for beginners to 

advanced artists 

All materials are providedParticipants 

leave with their own "Water Lilies" 

painting 

created during the workshop using 

professional grade pastels, paper and 

materials.Space is limited for this 

FREE program. 

Reserve your spot by calling the 

library at 978-928-4775 

This program is funded by the 

Hubbardston Cultural Council and the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
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PTO Corner: 

WOW…was the Penny Wars a success.  Over $3400 dollars in coins…. We saw school spirit, and 

some competition, student and teacher involvement with quite a bit of strategizing happening.  It 

was a fun week for all!  It was also very challenging for our parent volunteers to get all those coins 

counted every afternoon.  Thanks for the all the time and effort by all! 

Christmas Cookie Walk is December 19th . 

Volunteers needed!! 

I am sure we will see some amazing cookies!! 

 

 

 FIRST SNOW FUN IN KINDERGARTEN!!! 
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What is happening in the classrooms…… 

Kindergarten 

Hello and Happy December!  It is hard to believe we are approaching the holidays this quickly, but ready or not, 

here we are.  Right now in Reader's Workshop we are focusing on reading with print strategies and sight word 

power.  In Writer's Workshop we are working on writing sentences that tell a story and finger spacing, 

punctuation, and bringing snap words into their writing.  We are exploring 2 and 3D shapes in math.  In Science 

we will be exploring the three states of matter- solid, liquid and gas.  In Social Studies we will be discussing 

families, neighborhoods and celebrations.  Please send in winter gear everyday- snowpants, winter coat, 

mittens/gloves and hat.  Don't forget sneakers on gym days. Thanks so much.  Enjoy this holiday season with 

your family! 

                                                                  The Kindergarten Team  

One 

We are very busy in 1st grade!  We look forward to seeing many families at the upcoming 

conferences.  This coming month we will be focusing on: 

Writer’s Workshop: We are focusing on teaching our readers through non-fiction writing. 

Reader’s Workshop: Non-fiction and looking ahead to fairytales. 

Shared Reading: We will be focusing on poems delving into phonics, fluency, and comprehension 

Math: Module 2-Introduction to place value 

Science: Sound and vibration     Two 

 

Three 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd grade has been reading and 

writing non-fiction! We are going to be 

transitioning into reading and writing 

poetry as well as writing lab reports as 

part of our science study on properties 

of materials. In math, we are starting 

our work with double digit addition and 

subtraction with and without 

regrouping! This will be a major focus 

for math this year.  

In third grade, students have been 
expressing their power of persuasion by writing 
Opinion pieces; including a thesis statement, 
reasoning for their claim and a strong conclusions. 
This task has also tested their typing ability since 
their persuasive speeches were typed into a word 
document. Extra practice on Typing.com at home 
would be very beneficial for all students. 

Our mathematicians are continuing to 
explore metric measurement (g, kg, mL, L) and 
applying their knowledge in real world applications 
and problem solving. You can continue to support 
your child’s math growth by reviewing basic math 
fact flash cards to increase speed of recall. 

As the New England weather 
brings us closer into winter, please remember to 
help your child dress for the day and outdoor 
recess play. 
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Four 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five   math:   We are midway through Module 2 in Eureka math, the focus has been on multiplying multi digit 

whole numbers and decimal numbers as well as using these skills to make conversions from one unit of 

measurement to another. 

 

Science:  We have been studying about photosynthesis.  All students have recently been given an account with 

discovery education, which they are able to do readings, virtual labs as well as watch videos.  They have been 

using this awsome tool to help them in their learning about science. 

ELA: Fifth grade has entered into a nonfiction-reading unit of study. This is a time when reading and social 

studies merge as students read nonfiction texts about American Revolution topics. Students are reading and 

discussing key events such as the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea Party and the First Continental Congress. 

Reading: Students were introduced to the genre of folk tales 

this month.  With partners, they explored a variety of text and 

noticed various characteristics of this genre. We continued our 

work with identifying theme in text, as well as supporting our 

ideas with evidence from our reading. 

 

Writing: Students completed their unit on realistic fiction 

narrative writing, and were very excited to celebrate their 

completed stories with our third grade visitors! We are now 

moving into personal essay writing via a “boxes and bullets” 

structure. 

 

Social Studies: We completed our unit on the Northeast Region 

last week as we worked together to build long houses with 

recyclable materials like toothpicks and masking tape. Thank 

you to all families who donated! We are now continuing on to 

the Southeast Region of the U.S. 

 

 

 

Grade 4 math- Students finished up MODULE 2 on metric unit conversions before 

Thanksgiving and have started MODULE 3: multi-digit multiplication and 

division.  Students will be multiplying 2 and 3 digit numbers by 2 digit numbers and will be 

dividing larger numbers by one digit using multiple strategies. To help prepare your child 

for module 3, make sure they are fluent in their basic multiplication and division facts. 

Practicing at home using flash card or REFLEX is a great idea! 

 

Check in with your grade 4 child, are some of their school supplies needing 

replenishing? 

Many students have run out of pencils and glue sticks by now. Please check in 

with your child and send in new supplies if needed. Thank you in advanced. 
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Six  ELA/Social Studies 

Sixth graders will be exploring teen activism during the month of December. We will study famous 

teen activists, think about what it means to become one, and write an essay about teen activism. 

The next step is for students to choose topics that they are personally passionate about. They will 

then research these topics and write a TED talk speech to convince an audience to do something 

about these chosen topics. We will be immersed in this engaging unit until the end of January. 

In Social Studies we will be finishing up our study of Neolithic/Paleolithic Eras and begin to learn 

about what makes up a complex society; an economy that produces food surplus, dense 

populations in distinct areas, social classes, specialized occupations, developed systems of 

government, religion, and learning, achievements in technology, art and monumental architecture, 

and systems of record keeping. 

 Six   Math / Science 

Grade 6 has finished Module 1 “Ratios” in Eureka Math and the students have their End-of-Module 

Assessment score for you to review. Our work in Module 2 (Arithmetic Operations Including 

Division of Fractions) is in progress. 

When you review their work you should see highlighting and underlining of problems as they make 

a plan to solve. You should also see labeled models and diagrams and all work to support their 

answers. In addition, you should see declarative statements and explanations to support their final 

answers. The more our students do these things; they are much more likely to experience success 

as independent problem solvers. Also, please challenge them to show and explain all current work. 

(Binder work should be complete and corrected by the student.) 

Grade 6 has completed research on Earth and Space sciences. Conferencing with students to 

assess their non-fiction notetaking work was completed. In addition, the Earthquake and Volcano 

Lab report due date has come and gone. The next research topic is Life Sciences. Please ask your 

young person to show you the quality of their science notebooks as we proceed. 

Classroom Expectations: 

Students should do their best to be supportive, respectful and polite to all. 

Students should demonstrate perseverance in their academic tasks and do their very best to 

complete high-quality assignments. 

Students should always be writing down assignments in their Academic Planners so they can keep 

you informed of their progress.  

Students should have a plan for making up missed assignments after absences. 
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Report Card Rubrics 

We are sending this home as a reminder of what criteria is necessary to achieve a “3” on our report cards 

(academic standards and behavior expectations). We hope this helps to understand the meaning behind our 

assessments. Often, we review with our students what these marks mean as they set academic and behavioral 

goals for themselves . . . and that’s why we have included the questions (which are intended for them):  

Academics: Is the quality of your work or your work product excellent?  

Behaviors: In regard to excellence, are you a 3 right now?  In regard to excellence, have you consistently 

been a 3 during the marking period? 

QRSD Report Cards /Academic Marks 

Academic Performance Indicator: 4; Exceeds the standard. 

 The student consistently exceeds grade level standards and expectations. 

 Performance is characterized by self-motivation and the ability to apply the skills with 

consistent accuracy, independence, and a high level of quality. 

Academic Performance Indicator: 3; Meets the standard. 

 The student consistently meets grade level standards and expectations. 

 Performance is characterized by the ability to apply skills with accuracy, 

independence, and quality with minimal assistance. 

 Note: This is an excellent level of achievement, and one that students should be 

working toward as developmentally appropriate. 

“Is the quality of your work, or your work product, excellent?” 

“In regard to excellence, are you a 3 right now?”  

“In regard to excellence, have you consistently been a 3 during the marking period?” 

Academic Performance Indicator: 2; Progressing towards the standard. 

 The student is progressing towards grade level standards and expectations. 

 Performance varies in consistency with regard to accuracy and quality. 

 Student requires additional support. 

Academic Performance Indicator: 1; Student is not meeting the standard. 

 The student is not meeting grade level standards and expectations.  

 Additional practice and support is necessary to move towards grade level standards 

and expectations. 
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December Guidance Blog 

 

 

In the younger grades, we will continue to learn and practice skills for learning. This includes 

how to focus our attention with our bodies and minds. We will also learn strategies to deal 

with distractions and problem solving.  

I will be implementing mindfulness exercises with rd grade students in their classrooms. Once 

the students get more comfortable with the techniques, these practices should take a few 

minutes. I will encourage students to practice at home, during the week. There is a great deal 

of research on mindfulness and how helpful it can be to improve focus and attention. Mindful 

breathing and relaxation exercises, mindful bodies, learning awareness of senses and mindful 

listening will be some of the practices we cover. You can find more information at 

mindfulschools.org or apps such as mind yeti or insight timer.  

In 4thh grade we will continue or conversations about having empathy and being safe and kind 

in person and on line.  

I will be conducting activities using the Zones of Regulation with the 5th grade and students I 

see in small groups. This curriculum helps children learn to recognize and understand 

different feelings in order to better control their bodies and actions.  

In 6th grade, we are focusing on having a growth mindset. This includes growing our brains, 

setting goals and problem solving. 

Look for more information to follow on these topics. Feel free to contact me with any 

questions or concerns.  

Best, 

Ms. Fabrizio 
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A Few Reminders from the Nurse’s Office: 

Seasonal flu occurs every year. Because the flu virus 

is always changing, you need a flu vaccine every 

year. Getting an annual flu vaccine is one of the best 

ways to protect yourself and your family from the flu. 

So if you haven’t already……. 

                                                   G0 get your Flu shot!               
(CDC, 2017)                             

Other things to help keep you healthy and reduce the risk of 

spreading germs during cold and flu season:                    

 Good hand washing 

 Covering your cough                                                           

Also …..It is starting to get cold and windy outside!  Our 

classes go outside for recess almost every day. Physical 

activity and fresh air are important to their learning.  It is 

very important that students come to school prepared for 

the cold.  A winter coat/ jacket with or without a hood, a hat and gloves are a must have 

for these temperatures. Don’t forget their feet. Warm socks go a long way for comfort out 

in the cold.   

Please help us keep our students healthy and give them a well needed break in their busy 

day; send them to school prepared for the cold!      

 

Thanks for your help! 

Kerry Thompson RN 

kthompson@qrsd.org 
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    Please see the 2nd attachment regarding Caroling and 

the lighting of the common on Dec 4th.                             

 

 


