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Quabbin pursuing International
Baccalaureate program
“When good is not

good enough,”
is often

expressed by Quabbin Regional
School District Superintendent
Dr. Maureen Marshall, when
sharing her sentiment of prepar-
ing students for their lives in the
21st century and as global citi-
zens. 

Researching opportunities for
students, Dr. Marshall, Sheila
Muir, Quabbin's Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum,
Instruction and Assessment, and
Dr. Deborah Brady of North
Middlesex Regional School
District, determined that the
International Baccalaureate orga-
nization, a non-profit Swiss
foundation, provides an academ-
ic program that, according to
their mission statement, “aims to
develop inquiring, knowledge-
able and caring young people
who help to create a better and
more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and
respect. To this end the organiza-
tion works with schools, govern-
ments and international organi-
zations to develop challenging
programmes of international
education and rigorous assess-
ment. These programmes
encourage students across the
world to become active, compas-
sionate and lifelong learners who
understand that other people,
with their differences, can also
be right.”

Quabbin is excited to
announce that it is pursuing
authorization to offer the
International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme for its stu-
dents through the International
Baccalaureate School of
Quabbin.

Working with the direction
and guidance of the International

Baccalaureate organization,
Quabbin’s program will be
designed for high school juniors
and seniors. Beginning the year
2013, students entering their
junior year will be able to select
the IB course of study and enter
into an academic program that
meets Quabbin’s goals and val-
ues while also meeting the IB
criteria. 

IB will help all Quabbin’s stu-
dents to be active learners, col-
laborators, responsible citizens,
critical and creative thinkers,
effective communicators and to
use technology efficiently to sup-
port their learning. These stu-
dents may opt for the
International Baccalaureate
School of Quabbin’s 2-year
Diploma Program which they
will essentially be entering into
the IB school and upon gradua-
tion will receive an IB Diploma.
Or students may take an IB
course integrated with the tradi-
tional courses offered at Quabbin
and receive an IB certificate for
specific course work. 

All students benefit, however,
from the IB strategies incorporat-
ed into all of Quabbin’s course,
regardless of traditional or an IB
course. 

A true international organiza-
tion, IB has approved schools
worldwide where educators col-
laborate with their colleagues.

Schools that become an IB-
approved school follow the
guidelines of the IB organization
and must meet their curriculum
guidelines and teaching stan-
dards and expectations. 

To assure these are met, IB
students are assessed by interna-
tional examiners; for instance
students of biology in
Massachusetts are assessed with
the same tools and expectations
as their peers in across the US,
China, Japan, the UK, the
Netherlands, Vancouver
(Canada), Argentina, Australia,
Singapore, and of course,
Switzerland.

Quabbin began the research
and study of the IB Programme
and its fit for Quabbin last
spring and since then members
of the high school faculty and
administrators have visited IB
schools throughout New
England, and with Race-To-The-
Top grant funds, have begun the
training process. 

To date, high school faculty
members have participated in
one of three categories of train-
ing, with more planned for the
spring 2012. The difference from
the traditional course of study is
the academic rigor and the phi-
losophy of teaching. IB teaching
and learning encompasses a
cross-curricula approach and cre-
ates a culture where students are
encouraged to think indepen-
dently, creatively, yet exercise
collaboration to seek their
answers or solutions.

Their website, www.ibo.org
provides the visitor a complete
description of the organization
and its programs.

(Christine Nosel is the Grants
and Special Projects
Coordinator for the Quabbin
Regional School District, based
in Barre.)
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