
  QUABBIN REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Special School Committee Meeting 

 MINUTES – January 20, 2009  
 EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT CENTER  

SPECIAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING – CALLED TO ORDER:  7:06 p.m. 
 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ed Leonard, with the following School Committee members present:  
 1. Attendance:    

 Dr. Richard Allan  Robert Dupuis 
 Susan Benedict Charles Miller  
 Therese Salvadore Michael Riendeau  
 Mark Brophy Lee Wolanin 
 Ned Kelly Dr. Thomas Tashjian   
 Timothy Williams Peggy Thompson 
 Edward F. Leonard  Cheryl Wolfe 
    

 2. Administration:   
 Sue M. Gee Susanne Musnicki 
 Clare Barnes Jason Newton 
 Robert Berlo Joan Paula 
 William Burnett Mark Pellegrino  
 Cheryl Duval Debbie Pelley 
 Martha Femino Marilyn Tencza 
 Tracey Hippert Jan Williams 
 Anthony DiBenedetto Patricia Worthington 
    

 3. QRTA Representative –     
 Student Representative –    
    
 4. News Media:   
 Worcester T&G – Jim Russell   
 Barre Gazette –Ellie Downer   
  

5. Visitors/Faculty:    
 Kelly Chase   
 Don LaCharite   
    
SECTION II:  MINUTES  
 Motion 2nd For Opp. Abs.     

       
SECTION III: WARRANTS/REPORTS        

SECTION IV:  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  
 1. SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS:  

   
 

 2. DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES: 
 

 3. TEACHER ADVISORY:  
 

SECTION V:  SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS  

 1. ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE –  

 2. ALTERNATIVE FUNDING ADHOC SUBCOMMITTEE –   

 3. AUDIT/CENTRAL OFFICE SUBCOMMITTEE— 

 4. BARRE BUILDING SUBCOMMITTEE –    

 5. BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE  

 6. COLLECTIVE BARGAINING SUBCOMMITTEE –     
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 7. POLICY, REVIEW AND REFORM SUBCOMMITTEE –  

 8. PLANTS & FACILITIES SUBCOMMITTEE –       

 9. SPECIAL EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE –   

 10. TECHNOLOGY SUBCOMMITTEE –   

SECTION VI:  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
     
SECTION VII:  SCHOOL COMMITTEE CONCERNS  
     
SECTION VIII:  NEW BUSINESS  

  Lee Wolanin, Chair of the Central Office Subcommittee, gave an overview of the rationale for the recommendation for 
using 3 days during February vacation as make up days for the ice storm cancellations.  He made the following points:  No 
Saturdays; no days at the end of June; feedback was a “wash” between those who preferred using days in February and 
those who preferred using days in April; principals advocated for using days before the MCAS; if no April vacation, a long 
time to June without a break; using February allows time for further make up days in April, if needed; and 50 students and 
5 teachers will be gone to Europe on a trip specifically approved for April vacation.  Lee also mentioned that the 
requirement is for 180 days, and 990 hours at secondary, and according to Principal Sue Musnicki we are getting close to 
the 990 hours.  Superintendent Gee stated that we are monitoring this closely.   

Questions were posed regarding how teachers will show evidence of a bonafide need for personal days.  Superintendent 
Gee stated that administrators will ask for documentation of non-refundable tickets/plans.  Dr. Richard Allan asked that 
consideration be given for students who will be absent for trips that have educational significance.  Superintendent Gee 
stated that students will also receive support for making up the work they miss. 

[See Action Item 1. below for further details]. 
SECTION IX:  ACTION ITEMS  
 Motion 2nd

 For Opp. Abs. 

1.    Motion made for the School Committee to amend the QRSD 2008-2009 
school calendar, which was recently amended during the last School 
Committee Meeting of January 8, 2009, with the following changes; that 
February 18, 19, and 20 (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday) be scheduled as 
official days of school instead of vacation days, and that February 16 and 17 
(Monday and Tuesday) remain vacation days as originally scheduled.  
Unanimous. 

LW SB 11 0 0 

      
SECTION X:  EXECUTIVE SESSION      No Executive Session Necessary TIME: NONE 

 PURPOSE:   

 4To discuss the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health rather than the professional competence of an individual.
 5To consider the discipline or dismissal of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff mem
 6To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the barg
 7To discuss the deployment of security personnel or devices. 
 To investigate charges of criminal misconduct or to discuss the filing of criminal complaints. 
 9To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property. 
 To comply with the provisions of any general or special law or federal grant-in-aid requirements.   

Mass. Gen. Laws Ch. 39, 23 (1)-(7). 
 MOTION:  ; SECOND:  ;  

 VOTE: RA ; MB ; DO ; MR ; LW ; NK ; CW  
  RD ; TW ; SB ; PT ; TS ; TT ; EL  

       
 Return to Open Session – Time:  p.m.   

MOTION:  SECOND:   VOTE:  FOR:  OPPOSED:  
        
Meeting adjourned: 7:16 p.m.       
MOTION: RA SECOND: LW  VOTE:  FOR: 11 OPPOSED: 0 
           

Respectfully submitted,   
Sue M. Gee, Superintendent  
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